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1965 Ugly Stickers Box featuring Norm Sunders art inspired by Basil Wolverton
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In 1954, Mad magazine switched its usual cover for issue #11 with one that spoofed Life Magazine. Instead of the gorgeous movie star or model, MAD featured Basil Wovelton’s own version of a beautiful girl. With Lena the Hyena’s cratered face and crooked teeth, millions of youths were immediately hooked. The release of MAD paperbacks in the later 50’s and 60’s exposed more kids to Wolverton’s art. In 1965, Topps contacted Wolverton to paint some images for an upcoming sticker series. After Wolverton painted about ten images for the series, negotiations broke down and Wolverton refused to paint any more images for the set. The working title for the set was called “Finks” probably after the popular Fink Buttons.
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Len Brown, who worked at Topps for many years, remembers the Ugly Stickers well. “Ugly Stickers was one of the biggest items that we ever created.  Back in those days, we never thought of issuing multiple series, so there was just one basic series released and it just sold and sold.  It wasn't until Wacky Packages took off several years later that we thought of continually creating new subjects and keep the product alive.”   

   “Basil Wolverton did do some of the artwork in this series.  Wally Wood (of EC Comics/Mad fame) also did a lot of the design work.  A young fellow in his mid 20s from California (first name was Tom, but unfortunately I can't remember his last name) did a lot of the paintings over the pencils. Tom had a great sense of color and we felt he added a lot to the look of the final product. We flew Tom in from the West Coast and he worked on painting the series for several weeks. Unfortunately, we learned about a year later or so that he was tragically shot to death in an accident.” (Does any avid Wrapper readers know who “Tom” could be?)
When asked about Norm Saunders involvement with the project, Len had this to say: “Any item that Topps produced after Civil War Cards (which was Norm's first job with us) could have had Norm involved. We recognized his talent and would call him in to help "salvage" some underwhelming artwork many times.   Of course, we often started with Norm, knowing how talented and dependable he was.”
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David Saunders, the son of Norm Saunders, recalls the complete story of the “Ugly” beginning: “It all started normally enough.  Dad came back from a call to Topps with a new project to make a set of cards that had no working title.  It was based on a particular style of monstrous creatures.  Dad had brought home some pictures of the preliminary designs that he was assigned to use as role models for inventing additional creatures.  Dad did not know they were designs by Basil Wolverton, but I did recognize them because I loved MAD magazine and I treasured my copy of issue #11 with Wolverton's astonishing portrait of Lena the Hyena.  I showed it to Dad and told him that Basil Wolverton was a famous cartoonist to kids my age.  I thought it was a great project.  There was no name for the set at that time.  Dad was assigned to
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create 20 designs of creature in the same general style of a few samples of Basil Wolverton's art that he was given.  Right away, Norm began to design crazy creatures inspired by Basil Wolverton's style of cartoon character. After dinner, Norm stayed in the kitchen until late at night and designed about twelve creatures, scribbled on scrap paper torn from brown paper shopping bags.  The next day Dad showed me his designs and asked me which ones were best.  Dad told me how he began to realize that Wolverton's designs were ingenious.  "They look simple and crude, but they are incredibly well-designed.  It's really hard to make something like these!”  By the time I got back from school, Dad had transferred the best one onto a piece of illustration board and had painted it to look realistically formed.  That first one Norm had made was eventually card #44, showing a blue spaghetti-haired monster.  The following day Norm took it down to Topps to get their approval to confirm that he was working in the right direction. Topps loved it and told him to make as many more as possible.  Dad came back from Topps happy and he was about to begin painting more of them when he got a very disturbing phone call from Wally Wood.  After Dad hung up he was visibly shaken.  Dad told me that Wally Wood had called to tell him that Topps was exploiting Basil Wolverton and the artists had to stand united to refuse to work for Topps unless they lived up to their signed contract with Basil Wolverton.  Dad was intellectually pro-labor, so the appeal (was) irresistible.  Norman Saunders never crossed any picket line to patronize any business where workers were striking.  But Norm also never had any "contract" with Topps, so he had asked Wally Wood what Wolverton's contract had demanded, and what had Topps failed to do?  Wood said that Basil Wolverton had a signed agreement with Topps to sell them the permission for one-time-use of 10 copyrighted designs for $1,000.  Dad was flabbergasted. He was paid around $10 for each finished card.  Dad did freelance work for Topps in 1965 for minimum hourly wages of $2.  Wally assured Norm that they would all stand to earn better money from Topps and royalties, if they acted united.  Wally Wood said, "Wolverton is right to ask this kind of money and demand respectful treatment from Topps for our life's work!"  

Wally told Norm that Topps had first invited Basil Wolverton to submit some ideas for a card set of 44 crazy creatures.  When Wolverton finally delivered the first ten examples, Topps loved the pencil designs, but Wolverton had also brought in a contract that retained the copyright for the artist and demanded $100 for the one-time use of each image.  Topps signed the deal, but instead of proceeding to assign the remaining 34 images to Basil Wolverton, they went behind his back to Norman Saunders and hired him to design those creatures in the style of Basil Wolverton because they preferred to pay Norm his cheap wages instead.  Wally told Norm that he was being tricked by Topps.  Dad agreed not to make any more of the designs he had been assigned, and then he hung up.  He had joined an artist's "strike" against Topps.  But we were too

poor to afford such risks!  The next day Topps called.  It was Ben Solomon, the notoriously stingy business manager.  He said, "Norm, you'll never work for us again if you go against us!"  Norm told Ben he was doing his best to come up with some more designs but they were much harder to make than he had first thought.  The ideas just weren't flowing out.  Norm said it might take a while, knowing that Topps never had any time to wait for any jobs.  Dad joked afterwards, "It's now more of a 'slow-down' and less of a 'strike!'"
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Over the next two weeks his determination slacked and swayed as he smoked and sat idle for the only time in his life.  He feverishly checked the want ads for illustration jobs. Wally Wood called one or twice to report on developments, but it looked bad. Then word came from Topps that they finally agreed to buy the ten preliminary designs from Basil Wolverton outright. They now owned the copyrights, but they would never work with Wolverton again. The set was re-conceived as including monstrous creatures that did not need to be in the style of Basil Wolverton.  So Wally Wood designed 17 creatures and Norman Saunders designed 17 creatures.  Norm painted (many) of the cards in the set. Norm's #44 became the image used on the display box and the wax wrapper, because Topps no longer wanted to produce a set of cards that promoted [image: image13.jpg]CLIFF
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Basil Wolverton, while they still wanted to capitalize on his fame among kids. Dad's design of the crawling eye for #3 was featured on the 12-piece bonus puzzle.  Dad had asked me, "What's the scariest monster in the world?"  He and I had just recently watched "The Crawling Eye" on the Million-Dollar Movie, a show on WOR-TV Channel Nine in NYC.  That film had terrified me, so I told him how creepy it seemed to me, and he painted that creature from his recollection of the movie.  So Norman Saunders actually had a very big part in this UGLY STICKERS series by the time it was all done.  Dad did not even know the set would come out as stickers.  Of course, none of the [image: image14.jpg]


artists were allowed to sign any of their work, but most kids knew right away that the series was identified with Basil Wolverton.  

For the collector seeking out to collect Ugly Stickers, there are a lot of choices. Like many of Topps popular sets, there are reissues, which tend to be more affordable to collectors.  For the completist, there’s OPC and U.K.issues too, as well as spin-off items. 
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The 1965 Series

The 1965 series has whopping 164 different stickers, well really only 44 face different stickers. Each “Ugly” having up to four names apiece. The stickers are numbered and are not die cut, and have tan backed paper that had a slit in the middle of the backing for easy peeling.  Four of the stickers only have one name and have black backgrounds.  The pack was a kind of maroon and brownish.
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1965 Series Names list:

1-Arthur, Edith, Jim, Terry




23-Drew, Fred, Iris, Joel

2-Carl, Jose, Leslie, Nancy




24-Bert, Eileen, Jessica, Marty

3-Edward, Harvey, Jacqueline, Sandy


25-Artie, Beth, Susan, Grace

4-Ann, Red, Sy, Will





26-Ana, James, Joe, John

5-Emily, Joan, Lou, Rich




27-Al, Amy, Les, Vi

6-Diana, Gail, Gene, Howard



28-Carl, Caroline, Lillian, Mike

7-Henry, Lester, Marv, William



29-Doc

8-Brian, Irene, Kenneth, Victor



30-Granny 

9-Don, Ed, Lill, Ruth




31-Daniel, Dean, Mark, Vince

10-Adam, Brenda, Dan, Steve



32-Tommy

11-Barry, Donald, Florence, Wendy


33-Art, Cheryl, Fay, Michael

12-Arleen, Fay, Inez, Pete




34-Helen, Jane, Lois, Robert

13-Elizabeth, Lewis, Stan, Walt



35-Carol, George, Marvin, Minda

14-Andrew, Harv, Susan, Sylvia



36-Cliff, Doris, Margaret, Mitch

15-Ben, Bonnie, Eleanor, Shelly



37-Eugene, Isabelle, Melvin, Nicholas

16-Irving, Jess, Patricia, Walter



38-Alice, Betty, David, Gloria

17-Belle, Julie, Ken, Leonard



39-Alan, Anthony, Nan, Rita

18-Bill, Harold, Keith, Malcolm



40-Charlie

19-Cynthia, Jeff, Laurie, Pat



41-Bruce, Henry, Peter, Vic

20-Barbara, Frank, Marg, Vincent



42-Josephine, Marie, Paul, Rob

21-Albert, Charles, Muriel, Ron



43-George, Joseph, Stanley, Ward

22-Catherine, Clifford, Loretta, Richard


44-Bob, Dorothy, Evelyn, Renee
Make Your Own Name Stickers 1966
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With the success of the 1965 stickers, Topps issued a variation of the theme with Make Your Own Name Stickers in 1966. Len Brown said that these weren’t as popular as the original “Uglies” 


 There are at least 33 number stickers that came with over 200 “name” stickers with red or black letting. The red pack had no serial number and contained three stickers and six names. The name strips are a challenge to find and these are some of the ones found so far:
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-Cliff, Jane, Brett, Gail, Edward, Robin
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-Carl, Minda, Al, Merry, Daniel, Geraldine

-Bernice, Val, Margaret, Dave, Virginia, Hugh

-Joey, Lucy, Murray, June, Malcom, Dolores

-Eric, Melanie, David, Donna, Chris, Diana

-Tina, Alvin, Eleanor, Craig, Edith, Brian
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1973-74 Ugly Stickers

In 1973-74, Topps reissued Ugly Stickers. This time there were 55 groups of two for a total of 110 stickers. The stickers are not numbered but are die cut.  The maroon-ish wrapper was replaced with a green one, but the “Ugly” image stayed the same. In 1976 white-backed stickers were issued with the same 110 titles. The 1973-74 pack came with 3-4 stickers, gum and a checklist piece. It took twelve pieces to form the puzzle. (to the horror of future owners of 9-pocket pages) The boxes came in a 5 cent and 10 cent variety.

Ugly Stickers    ***Name & Mate List***            [1973/1974 Tan  & 1976 White]   
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Agnes- Cathy



Barney- Elliott

Brian-Tony

 

Bruno- Glenn

Bill- Dom



Bobby-Elmer

Barbara- Karen


Chris #1 Double Eye-Jean

Chris #2 Aqua Redhead-Frank
Connie-Bridget

Charlie- Murray


Cindy-Flora

Carl- Pete



Doug-Andy

Eleanor-Sandy


Felix- Artie

Guy-Joe



Glenda-Evelyn

Granny- Millie


George- Harvey

Harold- Alvin



Helen-Donna

Harry-Ida



Hymie- Mitch

Henry-Oscar



Irene-Dale

Jane-Eva



Jeff- Liz

Jill- Irv



Joan- Emma

Jennifer- Dorothy


Joel-Judy

Keith- Hugo



Lenny-Doris

Leon-Dave



LeRoy-Paul

Lou- Iris



Lloyd-Walt

Melvin- Hazel


Mike-Neal

Mark- Nick



Mary- Emily

Mary Ann-Paula


Norman- Tommy

Oliver-Buddy



Pat-Ed

Roy- Ben



Rich-Phil

Ralph- Cliff



Ron- Jim

Stan- Craig



Sy- Sid

Steve-Edith



Stu-Doc

Susan-Nancy



         Ugly Stickers were also released in other countries too such as Canada, the United Kingdom and Australia. The OPC stickers can be distinguished by a smattering of French names Such as “Jean Guy” and the stickers having “Fasson-Painesville, O.” imprinted on the back. Make Your Own Name Stickers were also issued in Canada, again with the same sticker backing.  Only a few names are known. If you know of any, please send me an e-mail.



Ugly Stickers had spinoffs and many imitations. One of the more interesting items was a collection of Rubber Uglies. They were sold in a tray, and the buyer would pluck his or her favorite ugly from the bunch. The surplus stock was later shoved into plastic vending eggs. Years later, pencil top “uglies” continued to be popular to legions of children much to the chagrin of the old school marm. 

Topps resurrected the Ugly Stickers once again in in 1979, riding the “puffy sticker” craze with Monstickers. The stickers are three to a sheet. There are 68 “ugly” images used in the set.


I would like to extend a BIG thank you to David Saunders for his wonderful memory regarding his father’s work. Also Len Brown for his memories of his days at Topps. David Duddy was instrumental for providing me the checklist information and tons of great images. Michael Monahan was a big help to me as well along with Terry Gomes across the border from me in Canada.
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Basil Wolverton 1909-1978





Wally Wood 1927-1981





Above: 1973 10-Cent Ugly Sticker box Courtesy David Saunders





Above: 1973 Green Ugly Sticker wrapper. Left: Front and back of  a ‘73-74 puzzle piece. 





Make Your Own Name Stickers wrapper (Courtesy David Saunders)





Right: Make Your Own Name Sticker #33 and the name strips. It is very difficult to complete the set of name strips.  (Courtesy David Duddy)





Above: 1965 Ugly Sticker number 3. Inspired by a late night horror flick.





Above: The classic B- Movie the Crawling Eye





Above: Norm Saunders and his son David Saunders in 1980.





Above: Movie poster for the “Crawling Eye”





Above: Make Your Own Name Sticker display box. (Courtesy David Duddy)





Right: Ugly Stickers OPC wrapper Courtesy David Duddy. 
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Left: A Rubber Ugly waits to be adopted to a loving home. Courtesy David Saunders.





Right: Monstickers wrapper.





Left: Too cute to be a “Ugly.” Topps rejected this painting by Norm Saunders. Courtesy David Saunders. Right: The Ugly ‘crawling eye lives on with Wacky packages All New Series 3 Foil F6. Painted by Strephon Taylor, Image courtesy Rusty Erpenbeck at � HYPERLINK http://www.lostwackys.com ��www.lostwackys.com�. 1965 box scan courtesy David Duddy.





Above: Mad No. 11 was featured in the MAD 2 card set by Lime Rock in 1992.
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